ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 26, 1976 


Mr. Marshall Overman 
218 Fourth Avenue 
‘Mt. Ephraim, NJ 08059 


Dear Mr. Overman: 


David W. Loll was kind enough to give us your name and copies 
o£ the letters from our friend, Mr. Hume, 


Mr. Loll has sent us hie pleces for study and we have Laasead 
that they are counterfeit, cast in sand, and individually filed on the 
edge. We have weighed then, measured them and are studying their metallic 
purity. Professor Peter Gaspar of ey Sg University is working with 
me on it, We propose to write up the find. 


We would very ouch like further information from you. Exactly 
how many did you find of the 1699 type or of other types? Exactly where 
did you find them? What weight or measurements have you recorded from . 
thea? Are you willing to send all or part of them to ua for study and 
return? 


: We believe this is a most unusual ‘ion and the coins probably 
were counterfeited in England and sent to America for sale at a discount. 
The American who was paying them out hid them so it would not be obvious 
as to his action, 

We look forward to hearing from you. 


Sincerely yours, 


Eric P, Newnan 
jah 
ec: Mr. David W. Loll 
Dr. Peter Gaspar 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION . 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS : : oa 
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October 26, 1976 


Mr. Marshall Overman 
218 Fourth Avenue 
Mt. Ephraim, NJ 68059 


Dear Mr, Overman: 


David W. Loll wes kind enough to give us your neme end copies 
of the letters from our friend, Hr. Hume. 


Mr. Loll has sent us hie pieces for study and we have Learned 
thet they are counterfeit, cast in eand,end individually filed on the 
edge. We have weighed then, measured them and are studying their metallic 
purity. Professor Peter Gaspar of Washington University is werting with 
me on it,. We propese to write up the find. 


We would very much like further information from you, Exactly 
how many did you find of the 1699 type or of other types? Exactly where. 
did you find them? What weight or measurements have you recorded fron, 
them? Are you willing to send all or part of them to us for study and 
return? 


We believe this ia 4a most uwnusual trove and the coins probably 
were counterfeited in England and sent to America for sale at « discount, 
The American who was paying them out hid them so it would not be obvious 
as to his action, 


We look forward to hearing from you. 


Sineerely yours, 


Eric P. Newman 


Sah 


~ 


ce: Mr. David W. Loll 
Dr. Peter Gaspar 


218 4th Avenue 
Mt. Ephraim, N.J. 08059 


November 5, 1976 


Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louls, Missourt .63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


|'m pleased to learn that you plan to do a write-up on the 1699's and 
hope the following information will be of some help. 


Since I'm not sure what Dave Loll has told you, please bear with me if 
| repeat anything. 


A total of 178 coins, all the same type, were found in the embankment 
of a deep trench in what is now the underground section of the Delaware 
Expressway 1-95. The search area is bounded by Walnut Street to the north, 
Front Street to the west, New Delaware Avenue to the east, and Spruce Street 
to the south. All the coins were found in an area approximately 10! x 10'. 
Several were found stuck together with marl giving reason to believe they 
were hidden or disposed of at the same time. Since the area they were found 
was probably jin, or on the bank of what used to be Dock Creek (see enclosed 
map), it's quite possible this trove was dumped overboard from one of the many 
ships that used Dock Creek prior to the time it was covered over. 


Unfortunately the enclosed map is not to scale, likewise the overlay, and 
the exact location of our find was not plotted. 1 would guess that the coins 
were not found in context with their original disposition because of the way 
they were scattered. This was obviously done by dulldozers and other earth 
movers gnawing away at this site. However, I would suspect they were dredged 
up in the immediate vicinity and deposited where we found them. 


| presently have 97 of these coins in my possession, several of which 
were found at two of four other disposal sites. At the suggestion of Mr. Noel 
Hume, | weighted and measured the coins | had at that time (see enclosed 
analysis). As you can see all were under size and weight and considered 
counterfeit by Mr. Noel Hume. 


Although my collection is presently mounted on a wall plaque, if you feel 
that an examination of these coins would assist you in your study, I'm sure | 
can arrange to sent them to you. 


Sincerely yours, 
Vitalidl C. Cnude 
Marshall E. Overman 


gb 
enc. (2) 





William IIT 
Copper Halfpennies 
1699 


Analysis of size and weight 


mm grain mm grain 
Coin ffo. Size Weight Coin No. Size Weight 
zi 26.6-26.9 67.6 1 7g is eas BT 132.3 
2 26.7-26.9 T1e3 2 27 .0e27 a1 112.8 
3 26.6-26.9 G245 3 27 hi-27.7 i ba ic a 
h 96.8-27.2 81.6 vn 26.7-27.0 71.3 
5 26.6-27.0 84.7 LS 26 (8-270 114.5 
6 26.8=27.0 87.7 6 26.0=2740 115.1 
7 25.9-26.3 89.9 7 26.8=27.0 116.7 
g 25..5-27.0 90.1 18 2753-27 okt 116.9 
9 26.6-26.8 90.5 9 26. 6-27. 3 27.3 
10 26.9-27.5 91.2 50 OT 2273 118.6 
5 26.))-26.7 92. 51 27 0207 115.7 
12 26.6-27. 92.8 52 26.9=27.0 118.8 
13 26.3-26.9 93.4 53 26.5-27.0 120.5 
Wh 26.9-27.0 Oh.2 Sh 21 Onc tek 120.8 
15 26.9-27.3 97.5 55 97 2507 i 122.3 
16 26.9-27.5 97.8 56 OF 2.07.4 122k 
a7 26.7=27.3 97.8 57 OT 20-9 73 123.1 
18 26,0-26.7 98.7 58 ag a eo i 123.5 
19 27. 3-27. 99.0 59 2667-2763 123.6 
20 26.7-27.) 99.7 60 2629-2722 126.0 
21 2621-26. 15 10120 61 27.0527 ce 127.2 
22 26,7227. 10121 62 py ery Agel 127.8 
23 OhesHe (onl 1019 63 OM Pw LP aE fae i 128.8 
2h 26.7-27.0 102.0 6h 26.7-27 01 13 
25 26.5-27.0 104.3 65 2647-27 132.2 
26 26.7-2763 10.8 66 Clel=2le3 132.3 
27 2669-27 lt 105.7 67 BF jin O 7 5? 132.5 
28 OT 0a27 2 106.0 68 26.8-26.9 S360 
29 26.5-26.8 106.5 69 26.5-26.9 133.) 
30 26.9-27.0 qT ek 70 27 05-27.6 aK Tey 
31 AMS AO Eee 107.6 71 PF Ga27 67 139.4 
32 OF Oa27 3 107.6 72 2723-2725 11.5 
33 26.2-26.5 107a7 73 27 6a20-3 1))9 2 
3h 26.9=27.0 107.9 7h OF ae ie 142.5 
35 26.8-26.9 109.7 75 OT Cie 07 el. 143.4 
36 26,9-27,2 110.9 76 OT a2 ee 16.5 
37 26.7527.0 kein mee “ei eM Bg Se aie a59.4 
38 26.0-26.3 Pope 78 27 0927.3 ua Be 
39 26.9=27.1 111.9 79 2720227 kk 161.4 
0 26.7-26.9 112.3 


Marshall E. Overman 
March 15,1975 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY  ..4 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 12, 1976 


Mr. Marshall E. Overman 
218 4th Street 
Mt. Ephraim, NJ 08059 


Dear Mr. Overman: 


Your very interesting and detailed letter of November 5, 1976 
is at hand. Thank you so much. 


First I wish to have you clarify the total number of coins 
found. Does the 178 total consist only of the combined total of your 
find and the Loll find at the 10 x 10 foot I-95 location? Were there 
other locations nearby or elsewhere where you found the 18 other coins 
and were they all William III pieces? 


Is there any other group of William III coins found by others 
to your knowledge? 


Do you have any specially defective, double cast, or unusual 
coins in your group which I might examine? Do all of yours have edge 
ridges? 


I have asked the Library Company of Philadelphia to check out 
the merchants who were in the area in the early eighteenth century and 
also at what date Dock Creek was covered over. They have agreed to be 
of help as they are naturally intrigued. 


Will you look at your pieces and advise whether the face and 
back are in the same relative position such as™, or# , or®#@”, when 
turned on the horizontal axis, or do they vary? The normal coin in your 
pocket is ## if so turned. 


Thank you for your continued help. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
jah 
A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 


THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


218 Fourth Ave. 
Mt. Ephraim, N.J. 08059 


December 2, 1976 


Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St bodis, Missouri > 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Hope by new you've received the information you requested from the Phila. 
Library Co. I'd be interested in learning what they reported. 


In order to clarify any misunderstanding, the 178 1699 William III coins 
were the only ones, to my knowledge, that were actually found at the 1-95 site. 
They are, however, only a portion of what are known to have been found to date. 
Mr. William Paull, his son Steve, myself and my son Scott were the only ones 
involved in the initial find. 


During the winter 74/75 work on this section of 1-95 was moving along at a 
rapid pace with tons of dirt being excavated and removed daily. The day after 
the initial find of 178 coins, the project site was posted with ''No Trespassing'' 
signs. This was obviously done to prevent any accidents and had nothing to do 
with the finding of the coins. This area was extremely hazardous as you can see 
from the enclosed pictures. 


Posting the project site was no problem since we knew where the dirt was 
coming from and where it was going. By the following weekend (probably the 
next day) the area in which we first found the coins had been removed. The 
next thing to do was search the known disposal areas. Unfortunately, since we 
all work, our search time was limited to weekends, usually Sundays, when work 
Crews were inactive. In the meantime tons and tons of dirt had been dumped and 
bulldozed during the week leaving a vast area to cover on a hit or miss basis. 
| don't know whether or not Dave mentioned it but our searching was done with 
metal detectors. 


| have no idea how many coins were found by people unknown to me but 
several of our club members found them including Dave Loll and his father. 
Dave's collection was not a part of the original 178. 


Although numerous other coins were recovered, both U.S. and foreign, only 
the 1699's were found in quantity, and to my knowledge all were William III. 
That's a rather broad statement, but based on what we've learned about the coins, 
it's unlikely that any authentic pieces were found dated 1699. 


If my collection is any indication of what the others are like, there are 
numerous defects. None of my coins are symmetrical, several are pitted possibly 
from a sand mold, and the color of the metal, thickness and size varies. | have 
one double stamped coin which I'm enclosing for your examination. 


Since | know a few people who have found these coins, I'll try and contact 
them and get the information you desire. 1'11 also reexamine my own collection 
and report my findings. 


Hope this additional information will be of some help. 


Sincerely, 


Wiarathatl €., VWrerniae~ 
Marshall E. Overman 
gb 


enc. 





December 7, 1976 


Mr. Marshall Overman 
218 Fourth Avenue 
Mt. Ephraim, NJ 08059 
Dear Mr. Overman: 
You are really very helpful. Thanks, 
ae The Library Company advises that the houses north of Dock Creek 
‘were at a lower level than Front Street and I enclose the description 
of them. 

The pictures of finding the coins are most interesting. Do you 
have negatives of these from which I could make black and white prints 
for publication? I would like #5 (Bill Paull with a hoe) and #3 (the 
embankment with piling), and #2 (the bridge in the background), 

As to the other coins you located (US or foreign) I would like 
a list of what you found. Loll found 12 halfpence from William & Mary 
to George III, some being lead and other counterfélts ‘and others genuine. 


I hope you have luck locating the others to see what they found, 
The location of the dirt dumps would aiso be of interest to me. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Encl. 








~ ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIE LY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


December 7, 1976 


Mr. Marshall Overman 
218 Fourth Avenue _ 
Mt. Ephraim, NJ 08059 
Dear Mr. Overman: 
You are really very helpful. Thanks, 
The Library Company advises that the houses north of Dock Creek 


were at a lower level than Front Street and I enclose the description 
of them. 


The pictures of finding the coins are most, interesting. Do you 
have negatives of these from which I could make black and white prints 
for publication? I would like #5. (Bill Paull with a hoe) -and #3 (the 
embankment with piling), and #2 (the bridge in the background). 

3 As to the other coins you located (US or foreign) I would like 
a list of what you found. Loll found 12 halfpence from William & Mary 
to George III, some being lead and other counterfeits and others genuine. 


I hope you have luck locating the others to see what they found. 


The location of the dirt dumps would also be of interest to me. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
jah 


Encl. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS - 
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dump sites of I-95 by club member Fred Domzalski. 


A Hibernia 1739 half penny in fine condition, and also 


A couple of nice finds were made recently from the 


a coin dated 1785. It is listed as a Constellatio Nova, 
and on the reverse side is printed Immune Columbia 
and according to the red book this coin was an experi- 
mental or pattern piece, no laws describing them are 
known, these dies were possibly the work of James 
F, Atlee, this coin has the extra star in the border. 
It has been classified in fine condition and has been 
authenticated as genuine. It is considered a rare 
coin. As yet, no value has been placed on it. This 
is truly a coin that can be admired and realized that 
it was in circulation before our U.S. form of coin- 
age was instituted, so it shows that there are still 
finds to be made at the old dump site's and with per- 
severance, work and luck we can still be rewarded. 


Fred Domzalski 
Phila. , Pa. 


IMMUNE COLUMBIA COPPERS 
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These-are considered experimental 
or pattern pieces: No laws describ- 
ing them are known. There are sev- 
eral types with the seated figure of 
Justice device. These dies were pos- 
sibly the work of James F. Atlee. 
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218 Fourth Avenue 
Mt. Ephraim, New Jersey 08059 


December 31, 1976 


Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thank you for the information from the Encyclopedia of Philadelphia 
regarding the Budd's Row houses; very interesting in light of what we 
witnessed during the excavation of this area over a peried of several 
months. 


Although you mentioned the pictures I sent, you didn't mention the 
coin which hopefully arrived also. 


Incidentally, the pictures were made from slides as were most of the 
pictures I took. For whatever purpose they may serve you, I'm enclosing 
slides, hopefully in chronological order. They will give you some idea 
ef what the area looked like and how it changed. All I ask is that you 
return them after you make whatever copies you want. 


The disposal areas will probably drive some 25th century archaeologist 
eut of his mind. It is just unbelievable what we found, and we only 
scratched the surface. Unfortunately it all happened too fast, and the 
bulk of what was unearthed at I-95 is now buried again. 


Did we find any other coins? Numerous. But unfortunately I don't 
know who found what except for a few people. 


I don't know how far you want to go with your write-up or how soon 
you need this data, bt you should contact at least two other people who 
have found numerous coins, some of which are very interesting. 


First you should contact Bill Paull who, in my opinion, has the best 
cellection of colonial relics plus many coins both forgeries and authentic. 
These coins are in addition to the 123 1699's he has. 


Next you should contact Fred Domzalski. Fred has, to the best of my 
knowledge, the only gold coin found, a French piece; numerous U.S. coins, 
and just recently found at one of the disposal sites, a 1785 Immune 
Columbia Copper. This coin was authenticated by a New York coin dealer 
and is described as a pattern piece. 


Dave Loll, his father, and several of their close friends have found 
numerous coins at the disposal locations. You might ask Dave if the info 
he gave you includes all others, especially his father's. 


I started this letter several days ago but the holiday season takes 
its toll in more ways than one, so all I can say is I'm sorry for the 
delay in answering your letter of December 7. 


Bill Paull showed me your letter of December 20, a copy of which I 
now have before me. Your question of who found what, where, and how many, 
etc., is understandable, and hopefully I can clarify this situation. I 
think you can disregard any previous reference to total numbers of coins 
found and accept what I will give you now. The mix-up has to do with 
coins found and coins in our possession. 


One thing has not changed and that is: A total of 178 1699's were 
found by the Overmans and the Paulls at the I-95 site on Feb. 16, 1975. 
I kept notes on our activities over a period of several months so I know 
my figures are correct. All other coins were found at disposal locations. 


Bill Paull's reference to total coins found was an estimate based on 
actual finds and those thought to have been found by others. The actual 
figure, if known, might be well over 600. 


The enclosed report will give you all the information I presently 
have on total numbers of 1699's found by people known to me. However, 
you must understand there were other people at the site who may have picked 
these coins off the ground at disposal site #2 (see notes on disposal sites). 
Also members from a Delaware club found these coins at the above mentioned 
disposal site, and possibly at other sites. 


Speaking for myself, I have a net total of 98 1699's. In my letter 
of November 5 I said I had 97. I forgot to mention one that is mounted 
on a plaque. 


My own collection of other than 1699's found at disposal sites is 
not too impressive, but here it is: 





Qty Date 
3 1723 Hibernia Halfpence 
1 1730 Britannia Halfpenny 
7 17:8 Ww " 
aL 1779 Charles III Spanish 1 Real 
1 1787 British Penny 
1 1794 U.S. Large Cent 
x 1805 U.S. Half Cent 
ya 1803 U.S. Half Eagle imitation. This has been 


identified as a game counter made by Henry Kettle 
of Birmingham, England. 


Disposal Sites 


Several locations are known to contain excavated material from I-95, 
and have accounted for the majority of finds to date. They are listed in 
the order in which we searched. The enclosed copy of a map of that section 
of Philadelphia is a poor substitute for a topographic map, but it'll 
have to do. 


(1) The Weccacoe Ave. site was the largest and had been used 
as an ‘in city" dumping ground for what might be referred to as "clean 
fill" prior to the time they started trucking in material from I-95. The 
land on each side of Weccacoe Ave. was used to deposit the excavated dirt 
and eventually became built up some four to six feet or more above the 
present street level. Even without a detector this proved to be a very 
productive site, yielding numerevus 18th century relics. And the continuous 
bulldozing of the daily deposits gave us new search areas for many weeks. 


(2) Third and Oregon Avenue. This site was divided into three 
locations and provided a bonanza for a brief period. JI would guess that 
the bulk of the 1699's other than the original finds came from this area. 


(3) Third and Callowhill. Because of our success at sites 
1 and 2, we seldom searched this area, and just recently (6 months ago) 
realized that it, too, had good possibilities. It is a huge mound of 
stock piled dirt, and, unfortunately, building rubble, etc. I recently 
found two Hibernian halfpence, both dated 1723 in two different locations 
at this site. I also found an 1890 Indian head which was in far worse 
condition than the Hibernia's, This mound is slowly disappearing, being 
used as fill at other locations in the city. However, each slice from 
the mound opens new search areas, so who knows what will be found. For 
the present, it is the only site that isn't overgrown. 


The above locations no doubt contain many relics and coins but 
unfortunately the leveling of the sites with bulldozers has mixed modern 
trash with old. What a pity? 


You have been in touch with Bill Paull so there is no need to include 
his address. However, you should write to Fred Domzalski. I talked with 
him, and I know he'd be willing to give you first hand info on his 
collection. His address is: 

Fred Domzalski 

152), E. Berks Street 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19125 
Hope this additional data will be of some help. 


Sincerely, 


2 zs 
SU arataet Cd rhe 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


January 5, 1977 


Mr. Marshall E. Overman 
218 Fourth Avenue 
Mt. Ephraim, NJ 08059 


Dear Mr. Overman: 


You have done so much research on the coin finds that I think 
you have qualified for at least a ghost writer. Thanks for your 
December 31, 1976 letter. 


I am sorry I did not previously acknowledge receipt of your 
coin. 


The presence of one of the coins you mention is historically 
important. It is what you describe as a 1787 British penny. There was 
no genuine 1787 British copper coinage of any kind. There were, however, 
imitation British halfpence made near Newburgh, New York, dated 1787 with 
GEORGIVS III REX on the obverse and BRITTANIA on the reverse. There are 
several varieties of these imitations. Could you send it to me for 
identification or make a pencil rubbing by placing a thin piece of paper 
over each side and zigzaging a pencil over them, Otherwise, a xerox might 
be legible. 


Do you have any objection to the use of your name in the article. 
I will naturally respect your wishes. I am enclosing a copy of my letter 
to Mr. Domzalski. 


You are very cooperative and I appreciate it. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
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Mt. Ephraim, NJ 08059 


Dear Mr. Overman: 


You have done so much research on the coin finds that I think 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


January 11, 1977 


Mr. William R. Paull 
16 Albatross Road 
Audubon Park, NJ 08106 


Dear Mr. Paull: . 


The letter from Marshall Overman combined with yours of 
December 31, 1976, has clarified many important items. I am selecting 
pertinent pictures from each of you and will have them rephotographed 
on black and while negatives for positive prints for illustration. 
Yours will be returned hereafter. 


There is one coin of yours I would like to examine. It is 
the George II halfpence in lead which has the flange. You date it as 
174-.. I seem to see the date 1739 in the film. I agree the original 
coin model was munted on wood with edge nails or pins and then pressed 
into sand for reproduction, Could you send me the piece for photography 
and study. It probably was made in Philadelphia as it would not have 
been imported with the flange. The stamped letter S was cut in the 
genuine coin before its use to make the mold. 


The counterfeit French Ecu may be pewter which meant any mixture 
of tin and lead at that time. The more tin, the harder the metal. 


Your question as to the R over the D in the French Ecu is due 
to multiple pressing to make a sand mold. First, the D of LUD and then 
the R of FRA were pressed into the eventual x position. Each pressing was 
poor so it was done again. The coin was rotated somewhat before being 
pressed into the sand and this overlapping of lettering took place. 


I may come to Philadelphia on business and I'll be delighted 
to look you up. I will certainly send copies of the article to all of you 
for correction and after it is printed. 


Thank you for your continued help. My co-author, Peter Gaspar, 
is wating to hear from England in connection with location of a genuine 
Type II 1699 halfpenny. I could not locate one in collectionsof those I 
know. The coin is well documented in the Peck's compilation of such data 
so we should get pictures of genuine ones. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
jah 


cc: Mr. Marshall Overman 
A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


218 Fourth Ave. 
Mt. Ephraim, N.J. 08059 
January 11, 1977 


Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Glad to hear that you received my letter of December 31, and hope the 
additional information and slides will be of some help to you. 


T'm sorry if I mislead you into thinking I have a rare British penny. 
Actually I believe it is a token, but you would know better after seeing the 
enclosed slides. What you can see written around the inside rim is: WE 
PROMISE TO PAY THE BEARER ONE PENNY. What you can't see is written on the 
edge which reads: ON DEMAND IN LONDON LIVERPOOL OR ANGLESEY. It weighs appro- 
ximately 30 grams and is 33.5 millimeters in diameter. It was found at site 
2A and as far as I know is the only one like it that was recovered. 


I have no objection if you use my name but I'd very much appreciate it if 
you would mention Mr. Ivor Noel Hume's name in connection with the coins. It 
was Mr. Noel Hume who first suggested that the coins might be forgeries after 
examining one that I sent him. He also felt that something should be written 
about the finding of these coins, etc. In addition he has been most helpful 
in identifying many of the relics we found. 


The RECENT FINDS article was from our club newsletter and as far as I 
know did not appear anywhere else. If Fred has no objection to your using 
the write-up, and I'm sure he won't, you need not contact anyone else. 


As a last ditch effort to try and come up with a more accurate total 
count on the 1699's, I'm putting a short notice in our January newsletter 
requesting that anyone who has found these coins get in touch with Bill Paull 
or myself. I also wrote to the Delaware club and asked for the same info. 
T'll keep you advised on the results. 


Good luck, and let me know if I can do anything further to help you. 


Sincerely, 


a ; | is) 
WY atahetl & Oa ee 
Marshall E. Overman 


= 


218 4th Avenue 
Mt. Ephraim, N. J. 08059 
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Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St, cbouls,. Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


It has been several months since | last heard from you and I've 
been wondering how you are making out with your write-up on the 1699 
forgeries. 


| guess | can assume you are finished with my slides, and coin so 
if you think there is no further need for them, I'd appreciate having 
them returned. However, if you would like to keep them for awhile, just 
let me know. In either case I'd like to hear how your project is doing. 


Our search for colonial relics at the disposal sites continues on 
a hit or miss basis with many interesting items being recovered. Several 
coins, including a few more 1699's, have been picked up plus the usual 
buckles, spoons, misc. tools, etc. A few months ago about eight of us 
hired a bulldozer operator for a few hours and had several cuts made 
criss crossing one of the disposal sites. In short order I| picked up a 


1752 Hibernia halfpenny and a William and Mary tin farthing (16 ) date #— | 


not discernible. Unfortunately this situation didn't last too long and 
the newly uncovered area was rather thoroughly searched. Since that time 
only a few individuals have been dedicated to the search, and most of 
what they found involved a lot of hard work. As of right now, the ground 
is dry and hard and it's extremely hot. I'd rather be fishing! 


Sincerely, 


Marshall E. Overman 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


July 26, 1977 


Mr. Marshall E. Overman 
218 4th Avenue 
Mt. Ephraim, NJ 08059 


Dear Mr. Overman: 


We are making excellent progress on the hoard article. The 
difficulty we have just overcome is getting a nice picture of an identical 
type genuine piece from which the counterfeit 1699 pieces were made. 

That just came from Cambridge, England. 


I am returning herewith your slides and your coin and pictures. 
They have been a great help and you have added to our depth by your 
thorough fact analysis. 


I also found a picture of the Blue Anchor Inn on Dock Creek 
which I felt I needed to show how things looked when the coins circulated. 


The one open matter before finishing is the 1785 Immune Columbia 
coin which Mr. Domzalski has. I must get a picture of it before I can 
write about it as it is a major find, and I also need its weight in grains 
or grams. I'm calling him by phone. 


I will be sending you a draft of our article shortly so you can 
then correct any errors we may make. 


Thanks again. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
jah. 


‘Encls. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
' OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


218 Fourth Avenue 
Mt. Ephraim, N.J. 08059 


September 19, 1977 


Eric P. Newman Numismatic Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St; Louts,. .Missourt~ 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Just a few lines to let you know how much | enjoyed meeting you and 
having the opportunity to show you some of my collection. 


Too bad you didn't have more time to spend in Phila., but maybe your 
next visit will be for a longer stay; however, you at least had a chance to 
see the area of our original find and one of the locations we're still 
searching. 


Your comprehensive research on the 1699's and other counterfeits was 
fascinating. After reading and rereading the write-up, | feel | have a 
much better understanding of why and how a halfpence would be worth counter- 
feiting, something that has disturbed me since we first learned the coins 
were forgeries. Wouldn't it be interesting if we knew more about the 
circumstances leading up to their disposal? 


As you requested, each of us have read the write-up and feel that you 
have given an accurate account of the circumstances leading up to our 
© e e e e e e ad 
initial find, and subsequent finds at the disposal sites. There are, few 
areas that | feel need clarification and these have been noted jin red on 
your copy. 


Once again let me say it was a pleasure meeting you and I'm happy to 
be a part of this fascinating write-up. 


Please feel free to contact me at any time if | can be of help to you. 
I'm looking forward to the finished product. 


Sincerely, 


iM. Biante C f & CAnet te 


Marshall E. Overman 


218 Feurth Ave. 
Mt. Ephraim, N.J. 08059 


January 17, 1978 


Eric P. Newman Numismatic Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


Thought I might start the year off by catching up on my correspondence 
which is leng over due. 


In as much as I haven't heard from you since your visit back in Sept., 
I assume you may have shelved your write-up on the 1699's or still lack 
certain information to complete the project. In any event, I'd enjoy hearing 
from you especially after reading the draft you gave me. 


Needless to say the winter weather has curtailed further efforts by 
most of us to continue searching for relics. However, in October our club 
hired a bulldozer operater for the day and had about a foot of dirt moved 
off several hundred square feet of the Weccacoe Ave. disposal site (see 
enclosed B & W pictures). Numerous relics, coins, etc., were recovered, 
and some of the better coins were found by Fred Domzalski. At any rate 
it was productive and well worth the expense of having it bulldozed. 


Also enclosed are the pictures I took when you were here. You may 
keep them. 


Yoping to hear from you soon. 


Sincerely, 


Yo te i, -y 
Oe BO? Lao Uirrmeas, 


Marshall E. Overman 





Marshall EF. Overman 
218);Fourth Ave. 
Mt.- Sohraim, N.J. 08059 
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January 23, 1978 


Mr. Marshall E. Overman 
218 Fourth Avenue 
Mt. Ephraim, NJ 08059 


Dear Mr. Overman: 


Thank you so much for the photographs of my visit to the 
dig. That was very thoughtful of you. 


The article was submitted to the magazine in December, 1977, 
complete with all detail, foot notes, pictures, etc. They plan to 
include it in the March, 1978 number. At that time you will be sent a 
copy, or if you need additional copies, I will obtain them, 

If you and Fred found some additional coins it would be most 
helpful if you would tell me what was found. I can still add some items 
to the list of finds, and if there is anything unusual I would certainly 
like to see them, All of the coins which I have received for study have 
been returned. Please let me hear from you and Fred promptly as to the 
new items. 


Thanks again for your thoughtfulness. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


The inelosed 20 slides will give you some idea what the I-95 site, and the 
Weccacoe Ave. disposal site looked like. Disregard the notations on the 
slides and use the following: 


Slide 1. Looking west. The houses on the top are on the west side of 
Dec.7) Front St. This area is below Spruce St. and gives you some 
idea of how steep the area was between Front St. and Delaware Ave. 


2. Looking south. Front St. at top with exposed cellars showing. 
Dec.74.. In the center is a collector searching for bottles. 


Slides 3&4. Looking north along the Delaware Ave. side of the cut. This 
Jan.75 is the general area where the 1699's were found. 


Slide 5. Looking south on Delaware Ave. side. Feb. 1975 
Slide 6. Looking north on Delaware Ave. side. Feb. 1975 


Slide 7. Looking west to Front St. You can see fire places of some of 
the earlier dwellings. Feb. 1975 


Slide 8. Looking north in center of I-95. My daughter and son are looking 
for bottles from a freshly dredged pile of dirt and pilings. I 
found my one and only onion bottle on top of this pile. Feb. 1975 


Slide 9. Looking east into the embankment where the 1699's were found. 
Feb. 1975 

Slides 10 & 11. Looking north and northeast into the embankment on the 
Delaware Ave. side. The logs you see stacked in slide 11 were 
probably used to cover Dock Creek. Feb. 1975 


Slide 12. Looking northeast. This is how the site looked in Jan. 1976. 
Slides 13 & 1). This is the west side of Weccacoe Ave. Jan. And Feb. 918. B 


Slides 15 & 16. This is the same general area as slides 13 & 1) taken in 
April 1975 after dumping ceased. 


Slides 17 & 18. Same area as slides 13 through 16 taken in Sept. 1975. By 
this time searching ceased to be fun and was all work and not 
too productive. 


Slide 19. This was taken on the east side of Weccacoe Ave. in Sept. 1975. 
Bulldozing provided easier access but modern trash made searching 
aifficult. 


Slide 20. This bank of dirt, pilings etc., was what we looked for when 


searching. Unfortunately this was on the street side (west) of 
Weccacoe Ave. and soon became loaded with modern trash. 
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Treasure Hunter’s Club Explores 


Past With Metal Detectors 


by 
Janice Gowland 

WASHINGTON TWP — More than 40 
years ago Chester Gildea, then a small boy, 
stood on a beach in National Park and 
watched in amazement while two men using 
a metal detector located and dug up two 
small revolutionary cannons. 

Then once again while serving in World 
War II, Ches took part in some escavating in 
the Aleutian Islands where they discovered 
some prehistoric ivory. Now a resident of 
Washington Twp he has resumed his in- 
terest in digging for history and turned his 
attention primarily to objects found here in 
South Jersey and the Philadelphia area. 
Metal Detectors 

Along with his wife Mickey, Ches spends 
as many hours as he can spare from his full 
time job as an engineer with Conrail in- 
vestigating earth with his metal detector 
and digging up any ‘‘finds’’ he may come 
across. ‘‘There’s a need for. this kind of 
work,”’ he explained in a recent interview, 
‘local museums and universities just don’t 
want to do the digging any more. They 
would rather go off to some place in Greece 
and buy a collection, when there is so much 





CHESTER AND MICKEY GILDEA ... are members of the executive committee of the eae here 
South Jersey Treasure Hunter’s Club. They pose with metal detectors, the main To illustrate his point, he proudly 
instrument used to locate relics. (Cam-Glo photo by Dave Schemelia) displayed his “pride and joy,” a small 


Cont'd. on page 2 


Treasure Hunter’s Club Explores 


Past With Metal Detectors 


pewter measuring cup, dating back to the 
sixteen hundreds. He said that he is sure of 
the period because of a small heart 
engraved on it as part of the hallmark, 
which was discontinued after that period. 
The Gildeas found this piece in dirt which 
was taken from escavations for Route I-95 in 
the Society Hill section of Philadelphia, 
about a block from Independence Hall. 

1-95 Digs 

Right now the diggins from I-95 are 
providing some of the most fertile land for 
treasure hunters like Ches. He explained 
that back in 1776 the Delaware River was 
much wider than it is today and since I-95 is 
running parallel to the river, construction 
workers are actually digging up what was 
once the Delaware River bed. There objects 
lay buried which were discarded by sailors 
from the many Spanish and other ships 
which entered the harbor. 

‘‘Since sanitation wasn’t too good in those 
days, people used to dump their trash right 
into the river,’’ Ches continued, ‘‘there’s lots 
of material in that.’’ One of the objects he 
found there was a large key with bits of gold 
still on it. Ches believes that it was gold 
gilded and probably opened some gate or 
door to a large mansion, maybe that of some 
famous revolutionary figure. 

He has several other metal objects in- 
cluding cannon balls, dock piles, shaving 
knieves, hand forged nails and 18 century 
tools with the owner’s initials still carved in 
them. ‘‘When they made something in those 
days, it held,’’ Ches stated, ‘‘now we just try 
to make things cheaper, then they tried to 
make it better.’’ To prove his point, Ches 
showed a 200 year old pick and screwdriver 
which he is now using! Another one of his 
favorite finds is a brass shoe buckle dating 
back to around 1700. To have a pair, Ches 
had a reproduction made by a Philadelphia 
silversmith. While experts could tell the 
difference according to Ches, they look alike 
to most. 


Coins 

Mickey Gildea’s specialty is coins. She 
said that she became interested in her 
husband’s hobby when he started finding 
coins and rings. Some of the coins were 
found in New Jersey lakes. One is a William 
and Mary coin, minted somewhere between 
1634-1734. 

Mickey showed how at that time officials 
drilled holes and put copper in the center of 
brass coins to distinguish them from forged 
ones. Her collection also includes a 1699 
forgery coin, a 1791 Spanish piece, and a 
1787 New Jersey state coin. 


Metal detecting and digging involves a lot 
of hard work, the Gildeas agreed, however, 
the work doesn’t stop there. Most of the 
objects they bring up are in a pretty rusty 
State. Ches said that he has devised a 
method of tapping off much of the scale and 
rust and then using a wheel with a wire 
brush to remove the rest. 





PEWTER MEASURING CUP ... dates to the 1600s. Gildea 


by 
Janice Gowland 





was able to date the piece by referring to heart shaped 


hallmark evident on the cup. 


Great care must he taken not to destroy 
valuable markings. The object is then 
soaked in an oil solution to draw out the 
dampness and seal it. Mickey has an 
unusual recipe for preserving her coins. 
After placing them in a potato so that the 
starch removes the corrosion, she dips them 
in worstershire sauce and finally in olive oil. 


Metals 

Metal objects are only a part of the Gildea 
collection. They have some glass, wooden 
and pottery obobjects. Ches showed some 
tops of ‘‘onion bottles.’’ These were used by 
Sailors around 1700 and were called ‘‘onion 
bottles’’ because they were made in an 
onion shape, very thick at the bottom so that 
they would not topple over in the ship. He 
also has some wooden buttons, which were 
used by the poor people from 1650 up to 1780, 
and some glass and pottery marbles, toys of 
colonial children. 


He has several oyster shells, which were 
abundant in the Delaware at one time, and 
some prehistoric stone and wood which may 
have been part of the river when it was first 
formed. But Ches is more interested in 
learning about people than prehistoric 
objects. ‘‘By digging into the ground, I know 
how people lived, and one thing they all did 
was smoke,” he remarked, as he displayed 
a large collection of clay pipes, many still 
black from the smoke, with initials and 
various markings of the owner still visible. 

When he found a pair of eye glasses from 
1900 he learned that people at that time, just 
as today, sometimes wore glasses just for 
show, since these are made of plain glass. 


Cont'd. on page 4 





OLD GATE KEYS ... date to the 1700s. These particular 
pieces were gilded. The South Jersey Treasure Hunter’s 
Club turns up many such relics. (Cam-Glo photo by Dave 
Schemelia) 


FIELD HUNTING 


With summer fast disappearing many of you, myself included, are looking forward 
to cooler temperatures and some wet weather to soften the dry turf. If searching 
the usual parks and school yards leaves you with a blah feeling, and a desire for 
something different, maybe field hunting is the answer. Field hunting? What is 
field hunting, you say? 

Well field hunting is the art, if that's what you want to call it, of locating pre- 
sently owned land (farm land) previously occupied by residents long since de- 
ceased, whose dwellings, houses, barns, etc., have long since disappeared. If 
you live ina rural area, your knowledge of the area around you might be suf- 
ficient to get you started. If not, you'd best start doing some basic research, or 

at the very least start asking questions of the local farmers. Many of today's farms 
are still being worked by descendants of former owners in which case getting in- 
formation about where old houses may be located isn't too difficult, but for most of 
us the task of finding these places is not that easy. 

Searching any field without some idea what took place on that land is a waste of time. 
But if you decide to do this on your own there are some telltale signs that are quite 
evident to the experienced field hunter that you should be aware of. And some of 
them can be spotted from a moving vehicle. If you have ever driven past a plowed 
field when the sun is at an angle where it reflects off the ground, you have probably 
noticed bits of shiny particles flashing in the field. If you checked these out you 
might find that they are pieces of broken glass. Glass is not usually found in the 
middle of a plowed field, and if the glass is old (purple, pink, green, blue) it might be 
an indication that a house or other dwelling once stood near that location. Other 
telltale signs are, bits of oyster shells and broken bricks. A combination of all of 
these is almost a sure sign that some type of dwelling occupied that spot. The next 
thing is to get permission to search and give ita try. 

If you would like first hand information on what you're likely to find, why not ask 
Herb Hamilton. Herb is an experienced field hunter who, in addition to finding very 
old coins, has a sizable collection of Indian artifacts, all of which he found while 
searching the fields. What more could you ask for? 


Highlights of Last Month’s Meeting 


In the absence of our vacationing president, Harry Carlin, our vice president, 
Jim Lauria, chaired the meeting. For the benefit of the members who could not 
attend the meeting the following is a brief summary of what took place. 


Newsletter - Marshall Overman commented on the excellent job Gary Miller 
has been doing publishing our newsletter. However, Gary is having some 
difficulty trying to fill the paper with interesting club or club related 
news. Remember, Gary agreed to publish the paper, not furnish all the news. 
All members were asked to share the responsibility of sending Gary news items. 
It's your club, so if you want the best club newsletter around, you'd better 
get behind our publisher and help out! 





Cont'd on page 7 


Treasure Hunter’s 


Club Explores 


Historian 


‘Sometimes you find things and you never 
know what they are,’’ Ches admitted, 
however, his knowledge of history is 
evident. By investigating many of his finds, 
Ches has become a self-made historian. 
Rather than go to traditional history books, 
Ches prefers to rely on original data, such as 
old letters, documents, and papers. 

‘‘When you read a book, you are just 
getting Someone’s opinion of what hap- 
pened. I like to go to the source,”’ he stated. 
Many of his finds have been identified by 
reputable antique dealers. Ches has aiso 
found another source of information by 


meeting with other collectors, through the 
South Jersey Treasure Hunter’s Club. 

This group which meets the last Thursday 
of every month at the People’s National 
Bank in Westmont, gives anyone interested 
in treasure digging a chance to share their 
valuables and knowledge as well as 
providing lectures on topics of interest. Ches 
said that he would advise anyone who is 
thinking about developing a similar hobby 
to start with the club and learn from the 
experts. Metal detecting, digging and 


researching have all let the Gildeas into 
learning history first hand. 





A LARGE PART ... of the collection is made up of tools and weapons. Notice the cannon 
balls and old spikes. Gildea notes that many items were so well made that they can still be 
used today. (Cam-Glo photo by Dave Schemelia) 


Submitted by Jeanne Barnard 









CLIPPINGS 
WANTED!!! 





In order for us to keep you abreast of all the latest happen- 
ings In the field of treasure hunting, we need your help. One of our best 
sources of information is the newspaper, but there are so many papers across 
the country it is impossible to read them all. This is where you come in. 
When you see an item you think would be of interest to your fellow treasure 
hunters, clip it out and send it to us so we share it with THers everywhere. 
We will print your name along with the clipping in the Headlines section. 
If more than one person submits the same clipping, we will print the name 
of the person who first sent it. Clippings used will be selected by the editors. 


Gary Miller 




















Sideligh 


by Jeanne Toome 





Treasure hunter 


Nelson Jecas, president of Middlesex 
Club, holds metal detector at proper an, 


coins or metal. 


Author Gene Fowler’s grandfather 
used to cry ‘‘Wealth for all’’ as he went 
off into the Colorado Rockies searching 
for gold. 

In the same tradition, 28-year-old 
Nelson Jecas of 329 Suydam St., New 
Brunswick, leads 28 seekers on week- 
end treasure hunts. 

Though they haven't come up with a 
gold mine, they have found old coins, 
tools, thin silver forks and spoons, and 
Jecas himself turned up a fireman's 
helmet in Franklin and a Revolutionary 
silver button in his own backyard. 
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DIDN’T STRIKE IT RICH—John Thornton of West 
Deptford Township displays the name plate on the 


Safe 





Times Photo by Tom Powell 
empty safe he found in his backyard. The model was 
patented in 1880. 


Submitted by Jeanne Barnard 


Buried bonanza yields no treasure 


By TOM WILK 
Of The Times Staff 

WEST DEPTFORD TWP.—John Thornton may not be 
rich, but if he ever comes into a fortune, he’ll have no 
problems finding a place to keep it. He’s found two safes 
on his property at 1152 Crown Point Road. 

Thornton discovered one safe buried in the ground 
about 20 feet behind his home. 

“My mother-in-law was over here a week ago 
Saturday (June 11) and was out in the backyard with a 
metal detector,” he said. ‘“‘She dug with a stick and 
found a piece of metal.” 

Thornton thought nothing of it until last Friday at 2:30 
p.m. when he was mowing the lawn and his mower hit a 
metalic object. 

“T asked my wife who was working in the garden if this 
was the metal object her mother had found,” Thornton 
said. I started digging and I found a wheel. I tried to pull 
the wheel up but I couldn’t.” 

Thornton said he then began shovelling and uncovered 
what turned out to be one side of a safe. “I found a big 
slate of metal and tried to pull it out again but couldn’t,” 
he said. 

Thornton began digging in earnest and four hours later 
he had unearthed one very rusty safe. There was no 
identification on the safe as to who might have been the 
previous owner. Thornton found a plate on the 

safe which indicated it was patented in 1880. 


Thornton took the doors off the safe to see if there was 
any money inside but to his disappointment he didn’t 
find any. In fact, the safe was empty except for some 
screws and what appeared to be the burlap remnants of 
a money bag. 

‘People asked why I busted it (the safe) up,” Thorn- 
ton said. “If I found a couple of thousand dollars, they’d 
have known why,” he added. 

The safe appears to be both extremely durable and 
heavy, according to Thornton. He said he tried to pull the 
safe up with a tow truck but the safe wouldn’t move. He 
plans to use a dump truck this week to get it out of the 
hole. 

Thornton estimated the safe’s doors to weigh a hun- 
dred pounds. 

Once the safe is rescued from its hole, Thornton said 
he had his wife, Diane, plan to restore it to its original 
condition. 

“Pye been offered $10 for the safe but I figured I could 
get that much just for the scrap metal,” he said. 

This is not the first safe he has found on his property. 
When he moved there eight months ago, he discovered 
an abandoned safe aboveground about 75 yards in back 
of his home. 

Thornton plans to search the rest of his backyard in 
hope of finding some other unusual treasure. One thing 
for sure, is he wouldn’t mind finding something to fill up 
his refurbished safe. . 


THE INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS DINNER will 
be held Saturday, November 12, 1977. 

The charge will be $13.50 per person 
and all reservations are to be made 

on or before the Meeting on October 27, 
All members and their spouse or guest 
are urged to attend to make this a 

great club event. 


Calendar of Events 


August 25-Regular meeting 


Election committee will be looking for 
prospective candidates for October 
election of Officers. 


Final arrangements for installation of 
officer's dinner should be firmed up. 
Decision on whether or not to have an 
Open Hunt next year, 


The Club will hold a picnic on Saturday 
October 8, 1977 at National Park, NJ 
Bring your own Hot Dogs, Hamburgers 

and Charcoal. There are charcoal grates 
on the grounds. 


september 29-Regular meeting 


Election committee will continue to 
seek out candidates for Oct. election. 


We have asked permission to hunt on es 
October 9-Club picnic and hunt at Ft. 


the Borough owned grounds surrounding 
the picnic area. 


No hunting is allowed in the Red Bank 
National Park but don't miss a visit 


Mercer National Park, N.J. 


October 27-Regular meeting. 


Nomination and election of club 


th h the Historical area. 
pia ome officers for 1978. 


November 12-Installation of Officer's 
dinner at Comptons. 


RRERRRERERRRKRERRRRERRERERRERRECE ERE ERE 


No meeting scheduled for Nov. 


Elections of officers will be held at 
the October Meeting. We would like December 
to have some new faces at the head 
table this coming year. Why don't 
you volunteer one hour of your time 
each month as an Officer of the Club? 


No meeting scheduled for Dec. 


Recent Finds 


re em es ree oe Lene ee aE SNE OS 


Once again we'd like to remind all mem- 
The lucky people for the July drawing bers to bring their recent finds to the 
week meetings. This is what it's all about, 
so don't keep those goodies at home or 
worse yet, after bringing them to the 
meeting, keeping them in your pocket. 

Our display case was on vacation for a 
couple of months but hopefully we'll have 
it available from now on. Remember, when 
you put it in the case everyone gets a 
chance to see it. 


Richard Sammartino 
Russ VanHorn 
Lydia Furney 
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Marvin Hinkson found a 1807 coin in a 
State Park, 
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George Donahower and Tip Baldino are PLEASE RETURN ANY LIBRARY BOOKS YOU 
bringin up Barber Dimes and V Nickels MAY HAVE, 

during their detecting in South Jersey 

lakes. They have also found a nice 

collection of school rings dated in 

the 1930's. 





Search for Cannons Continues... . 


If there was ever a project that deserves a happy ending, it's Frank 
Dimino's timeless search for the elusive cannons reportedly given the deep 
six in Big Timber Creek by the retreating Hessians. 


Frank has compiled a warehouse of information on the battle of Redbank 
(National Park) and certainly could qualify as an expert historian on this 
subject. Needless to say, all this data, as valuable as it may be, is not 
conclusive evidence that the cannons still remain in their watery grave. 
However, the fact that they could be there is all that Frank needs to go on. 


Frank's most recent endeavor involved the use of sophisticated electronic 
sonar equipment which has successfully given readouts on seven objects, all 
in the search area maped out by Frank. In addition, some not so sophisti- 
cated equipment, dowsing rods, were tested by an experienced dowser, with 
much the same results; namely, it too indicated metallic objects were in the 
approximate location as picked up by the sonar. Armed with this knowledge 
you would think that all Frank would have to do was to check out each of 
the seven locations and determine once and for all if any of the signals 
were, in fact, the elusive cannons. Unfortunately this time consuming 
project is not Frank's vocation so it can only be accomplished on weekends 
(nice weekends), and only when Frank can coordinate all the people and 
equipment needed. This is easier said than done and leaves Frank somewhat 
frustrated. However, even when everything on top of the water is just right, 
what's beneath is always a problem. Big Timber Creek is not a clear running 
mountain stream. It's a murky, tidal creek with extremely fast flowing 
current, deep, and has a silty bottom which could be several feet thick. 
Needless to say, locating the objects under these conditions is a difficult 
task and may take considerably longer than Frank would like. 


The results thus far sound encouraging so let's all give Frank our moral 
support and hope that he finds these cannons. Good luck, Frank. 


Highlights of Last Month’s Meeting 


Program - Our program chairman, Joe Ross, was absent and will probably 
not be with us in the future. Joe is moving out of the area and he suggested 
that someone else be appointed program chairman. Joe has the names of several 
individuals who qualify as speakers but is unable to make the necessary 
arrangements. If anyone is interested in taking over for Joe it is suggested 
that they call him for information. He can be reached on JFE4- O95 __. 
Any volunteers? 


Installation of Officers Dinner - The planned dinner for installation of 
officers is moving along. Chet Gildea and Jack Austin had several places 
lined up with varying prices and menus. Because it was necessary to select a 
restaurant well in advance of the date of November 12, it was agreed that 
Comptons will be the place. More details on this appear elsewhere in the 
news letter. 


Mini Hunt - In the absence of Bill Paull, no plans were made for our 
usual fall Mini Hunt at Ocean City. Tentative plans for a club sponsored 
activity are being considered which, if approved by the membership, will take 
the place of the Mini Hunt. More about this later. 
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Coming your way! 


’ WHITE’S METAL DETECTOR 
S— SPRING PROMOTION ~~“ 


(Offer Good While Spring Sale Lasts) 
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Coinmaster 5/DB Beachcomber 1 — 
GEB w/Disc. Pushbutton 6" loop 
PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE Reg. $399.50 Reg. $79.50 
STATE TAX OR POSTAGE OW. fc a sone $370.00 FAIA AAA AAI AIG Now $70.00 


= 4 , GARY MILLER, 
White's, the World’s Largest Line 109 W. HIGHLAND AVENUE 


of Mineral and Metal Detectors ATLANTIC HIGHLANDS, N.J. 
07716. (201) 291-5170 
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